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Affluent college students set up tents, cardboard 
boxes and crates on private property housed in their 
makeshift “shanty town,’ as a protest against the plight 
of homeless people. Living outdoors for a night — food, 
toilets and police protection readily available — this 
camping offers protection for a night spent in full view 


of the public. 
A ragtag group of people huddles under 


a highway bridge, cars thundering 
overhead, setting up tents and a few 
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belongings. They are waiting out a 
storm. It will likely be a few days 

before the rain finally stops, so they 

are grateful for the protection and a 

measure of privacy in a public place. 

The first group will pass the night in includes the 
relative calm after the TV cameras T 
leave. The second group will be 

invaded by police issuing citations Downtow 

before forcing them back into the 

storm to Tee some other shelter, tast Side. 
possibly leading to more tickets. 

Both situations describe people 

creating their own shelter. The 

reason they are treated so differently 

is economic profiling. Like other 

forms of profiling — targeting beg 

individuals for suspicion because of W 7 A 
their race, faith or nationality — economic 

profiling uses the appearance of poverty 

as a basis of suspicion. 


problem is that this profiling doesn’t work, and it sanctions 
discrimination against people who are different, feeding an 
irrational fear of “homeless people.” 

Economic profiling is also used to create 


laws and ordinances that intentionally , o. 
target economically disadvantaged If you saw David Letterman or Jim Carey sleeping in a car, 


people, frequently homeless, for the stated Wrapped in a sleeping bag against the cold, would you 
reason of improving public safety. The (story continues on page three) 


Beautiful people can be homeless, too 
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just another rant 


First of all let me say that, as 

a white person who lives on a 
low income but isn’t destitute, 

Į realize I’m writing from a 
place of privilege. Also, I 

know the games were over way 
back in February. But monthly 
production schedules being what 
they are, please indulge me as 

I reflect on a most awesome 
weekend of Olympic Resistance. 


I returned home believing that 
the struggle for justice is alive 
and well. I was saddened 

by the death of young Nodar 
Kumaritashvili, but delighted 
to have been part of large and 
peaceful crowds, grateful to 
my very generous long time friends who opened their home and 
allowed me an opportunity to document a small piece of history. 


To get the contentious issue over with first - I did not attend the 
“Heart Attack” rally and march. I read, carefully, the schedule of 
events and it seemed obvious that if any tear gas/riot cop action were 
to take place it would be during that Saturday morning snake march. 


My personal experiences and 
philosophical beliefs led me, Saturday 
morning, to a small peace gathering 
atop Little Mountain (aka Queen 

E. Park). It was there I met Ellen 
Woodsworth, a Vancouver city 
councilor unafraid to endorse tent 
villages, Aaron Maté from Democracy 
Now, and a filmmaker named 

Mary who invited me to join their 
documentation of the Little Mountain 
Housing Destruction — the first 

social housing project in BC, leveled 
last year for some for-profit condo 
developer. The despair I felt at such a 
loss was only somewhat lightened by 
the opportunity to hold an umbrella at 
a Democracy Now film shoot. 


Backing up to Friday .... I spent the morning reacquainting myself 
with the Downtown Eastside (DTES). I said hello at the small 
Megaphone office, popped my head into Wendy and Jean’s crowded 
office at the Carnegie Centre, ate lunch alongside a street poet 
named John, and discovered Dominique 
and the garden she was helping create to 
honour the women of the DTES. 


Friday afternoon’s rally and march 
was colourful, noisy, enormous, and 
diverse. I learned about the genocide 
of Circassians now forming resistance 
to the 2014 Russian games, met peace 
activists from Nanaimo, chatted with 
permaculturalist friend, and discovered 
the intrepid BChannel photojournalist 
Pete Rockwell busy at work. 


Saturday night I quaffed a delicious piece Fm 
of tofu cheesecake with blueberries and 
tea while listening to activist musicians 
Anne Feeney and Joey Only perform at the fabulous Rhizome Café. 


Sunday I was one of several thousand marching to remember the 
missing indigenous women, women whose ancestors knew freedom 
and respect for the land and for all life, women whose lives have 
been claimed by a system that judges them and throws them away 
... or stands by pretending not to notice as they disappear. 


We were reminded that this 19" annual Missing Womens’ march 
was not a part of the Olympic Resistance. I couldn’t help but think 
about those who performed for the Olympic crowds, and those 
who joined the resistance, and wonder how indigenous hearts 

and minds (traditionally evolved quite differently from the profit 
motivated white ones) might reconcile this very interesting cultural 
divide. I thought about the billion dollar Olympic security price 
tag, thought it interesting that even then they couldn’t (or didn’t) 











janine pandcroft 


prevent windows 
from being smashed, 
contemplated how 
19 years of missing 

| women can be 

so consistently 
swept under the 
investigative rug. 


I walked and talked 
Wa With a native elder 
Aa named Peter, 

a originally from what’s 
Í now called Fort 
MacMurray. He told 
me about his youth 
there, when the air 
was clean and the 
water ran fresh and 
pure. He expressed his anger at the way the land is being exploited 
and destroyed for profit, the way his people are pushed aside and 
left with nothing to sustain themselves — the water and air and soil 
are all polluted. Some of Peter’s family are working in the Tar 
Sands, but he couldn’t stomach it. Rather than sell his soul to the 
corporate profit machine that is killing our precious earth, Peter was 
living hand to mouth in Vancouver’s DTES. 


Just get a job, they say. 
As if it were that simple. 


On Monday many of the 
4 Same faces I’d seen at 
previous rallies gathered 
in Pigeon Park for the 
much publicized Red Tent 
Campaign. Pivot Legal 
provided the tents, but 

it was women from the 
DTES who led the march. 


We occupied a vacant lot 
on Hastings Street and 
constructed the village. 

=! The concept of land 
“ownership” had permanently (in my mind at least) been re-branded 
“Stolen Native Land.” This little piece was currently “owned” 

by Concord Development who had profited greatly after land was 
essentially gifted to them post Expo 86. Taking back this tiny piece 
of earth for homeless, indigenous and other DTES residents was 
indeed cause for celebration. 


The last I heard, Olympic Tent 
Village successfully maintained 
itself until the end of the games 
(and may still be standing), and 
all the original Village residents 
were moved into some form of 
permanent housing. I thought 
of my friend Peter in a room of 
his own and wonder if he can 
now access his dream of telling 
his peoples’ story to school 
kids. How much easier it will 
be for all those folks to pick up 
whatever pieces of their lives 
they may have lost out there on 
the streets, how much more enjoyable life is when there’s consistent 
access to a shower and toilet, a kitchen, a comfortable bed. 


I was only there for the first day of the tent village, but I didn’t 
hear any stories of violence, or property damage, or looting, or 
drug abuse, or prostitution, or gang warfare, or any of the other 
fabricated horrors associated with the words “tent city.” And, 
although from a white and not-homeless place of privilege, I drew 
tremendous strength and inspiration from that very positive, very 
visual, very defiant, very peaceful, very successful tent village 
action. I’m honoured to have been part of it. 


For more information about the Olympic Resistance: 


Check BChannelNews .tv or DemocracyNow.org (search Olympics) 
or olympictentvillage wordpress.com or RelativeNewz.ca — the 2010 
Resistance page - or Vancouver.Mediacoop.ca. 
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call the police and complain that he made you feel unsafe while walking your dog? 
Would Halle Berry, dressed in jeans and a T-shirt on a bus-stop bench, prompt you 
to tell a cop that a prostitute was soliciting in a place where children gather? Would 
those people inspire feelings of fear, disgust or self-righteous indignation? 


Of course not. You’d look for a piece of paper for an autograph and get your cell 
phone ready to take a photo. The only difference between Letterman, Berry and 
other people on the street is that they managed to move beyond homelessness and 
became rich. When they were homeless, however, a call to the cops would have 
been a more likely outcome, because we treat homelessness as a crime. 


In 2007 approximately 3.6 million people were homeless at some time in North 
America, according to a number of non-profit organizations. “Homeless” is defined 
in a variety of ways, so it is impossible to paint a uniform picture of what this 
reality looks like. But the numbers show that homelessness has reached epidemic 
proportions. The popular response is punishment. 


“It’s illegal to be homeless in this country. We have a form of economic profiling 
similar to racial profiling,’ says Michael Stoops, director of community organizing 
for the National Coalition for the Homeless in Washington, D.C. “It’s a major 
problem, and it’s not going to go away unless citizens demand that their cities do 
something about it in a positive manner.” 


This is true across all of North America. 


“During the past 10 
years the number of 
tickets given to the 
homeless by the police 
has quadrupled,” 

says Serge Lareault, 
publisher of the 
Canadian street 
paper L’/tinéraire. 
“Considered an ‘open 
city, many homeless 
have moved to 
Montréal, especially 
after the situation in 
Toronto, where the 
police decided to 
‘clean’ the downtown 
of the homeless 
through ticketing and 
harassment. 


“From 1994 to 2007 the 
population of homeless 
in Montréal has passed 
from 15,000 to 30,000. 
The tickets given to the 
homeless between 2003- 
05 total $3.3 million, 
and they will never pay 
it, because they have no 
money. The majority 

of them say it’s a big 
reason why they will 
not be able to reintegrate the society, because they have too much to pay.” 





People who live on the street or rely on shelters for temporary housing are on the 
outside of society because they appear to do things that are inappropriate. The 
law treats certain necessary behaviors as “anti-social” when they are performed 
in public. Criminal citations are often issued to homeless people for activities 
that everyone else does indoors or on private property: earning income, sleeping, 
eating, going to the bathroom or sitting down to rest. 


Stoops calls these “quality of life” behaviors. Some of the laws barring them are 
cited in the Homes Not Handcuffs: The Criminalization of Homelessness in U.S. 
Cities, a 2009 report by the National Coalition for the Homeless and the National 
Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty. They include: 


Bathing in public waters 
Urination/defecation in public 
Begging/panhandling 

Camping in public places 

Sitting or lying in public places 
Spitting 

Failure to disperse from public places 
Washing cars or windshields 

Being without a shirt 


Using a toilet is a universal need. You might think a person could just use the 
facilities in a public place such as a library or subway or a shelter. But that ignores 
facts that only become obvious when you are living on the street. Many public 
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places can be too far away to walk to — assuming you can walk) and are locked 
much of the day. Many shelters have restricted access; not anyone can just wander 
in when they want. And businesses rarely allow people who are not customers to 
use their facilities. Then there’s the challenge of taking a shower. 


Olympic Kidnapping 


While advocates for the homeless recognize the harmful impact of such laws, most 
communities are slow to recognize the added burdens they place on people already 
struggling to overcome significant barriers. A single complaint can result in fines 
for homeless people even if they are causing no problems. When four police cars 
pulled up to an area under the Interstate 5 bridge in Sacramento, Calif., and cops 
started ticketing the people sheltering there, Paula Lomazzi, editor of Homeward, 
the local street paper, was nearby. Lomazzi also works with the Sacramento 
Homeless Organizing Committee (SHOC). 


“Safe 
Ground 
Sacramento 
was having a 
retreat about 
a couple 
blocks away 
when we 
received a 
call about 
this,” 
Lomazzi 
says. “We 
all took a 
break from 
the meeting 
to support the group under the bridge, including two attorneys. It was raining. The 
group that was camping/living under the bridge had moved there because their 
regular place 
was flooded 
* | out by (a) high 
T] river. They had 
nowhere else 
to go. Police 
gave them all 
citations and 
told them they 
had to leave. 
... We found 
out later that a 
lady that lives 
in the area had 
complained. 
This bridge 
underpass is not located near any residents or business. They were not visible from 
the street or anywhere else unless you actually walked under the bridge.” 





Efforts to rid the streets of evidence of homelessness can increase during highly 
visible public events. At these times a city wants to look good by “sweeping” 
unpleasant aspects of the community out of sight. Police in many cities conduct 
sweeps in which they round up individuals on the street and take them to a specific 
location or simply dump the people far away from where they were picked up. 

By the time they make their way back, the event will be over. The 2010 Winter 
Olympics in Vancouver, British Columbia, is an example. 


“What we have seen in Vancouver is an escalation in the criminalization of poverty 
and homelessness in the lead up to the Olympics,” says Sean Condon, executive 
director, of Megaphone. “Homeless advocates believe this is an attempt to sweep 
the poor away during the games. While that hasn’t been fully actualized, it has led 
to displacement and further criminalization. The first wave started last winter when 
the police, taking advantage of transition in the mayor’s chair, started handing out 
tickets to homeless and low-income people in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside 

— a poor neighborhood that is most well known for having an open drug market 

— for everything from jaywalking and riding a bicycle on the sidewalk. After a 
public outcry and the new mayor’s own opposition, the police finally backed off. 
However, this past summer they started another crackdown in the neighborhood on 
the vendors who sell often found goods on the street. Homeless/low-income people 
are unable to pay the $100-$500 tickets that were handed to them.” 


A more benevolent label on another law recently enacted in British Columbia is the 
Assistance to Shelter Act, which authorizes police to “forcibly remove a homeless 
person and take them to a shelter when there is an extreme weather warning,” 
Condon says. With approximately 3,000 homeless people in Vancouver and 
approximately 1,000 shelter beds, plus a few emergency shelters, there are more 
homeless people than available beds. 
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“Dubbed 
the Olympic 
Kidnapping 
Act by locals, 
(the law) is 
troubling,” 
Condon says. 
“What the 
police, the 
shelter and the 
4 homeless person 
are supposed 
= to do when all 

| the shelters 
are full has not 
been answered. 
In fairness, the 
Vancouver police 
department has 

į said they will 
= not forcibly 
take a homeless person to a shelter and will only encourage them to go. But police 
departments in other municipalities, including other Metro Vancouver cities, have 
not made the same guarantee.” 





As recently as Dec. 2009, the Supreme Court of Canada has ruled in favor of the 
rights of homeless people. The court refused to reverse a decision made in 2008 

by Supreme Court Justice Carol Ross, which struck down bylaws in the city of 
Victoria prohibiting homeless people from camping in public parks. She wrote that 
the bylaws “violate ... the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms in that they 
deprive homeless people of life, liberty and security of the person in a manner not 
in accordance with the principles of fundamental justice.” 


Housing is cheaper 


There are no 
comprehensive 
studies proving that 
the criminalization 
approach to 
homelessness 
improves public 
safety. Advocates 
for the homeless, 
however, cite 
scientific research 
and anecdotal 
evidence to prove 
that addressing 

the root causes of 
homelessness — not 
the behaviors related 
to it — can have a positive long-term impact for the community as well as the 
individuals. 


Homes Not Handcuffs cites a study in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association in which Seattle researchers concluded that it’s “cheaper to provide 
supportive housing to chronically homeless individuals with severe alcohol 
problems than to have them live on the streets.” 


“Researchers designed a study to evaluate the effect of a Housing First intervention 
for chronically homeless individuals with severe alcohol problems on the use and 
costs of services,” the report says. “According to the study, the median costs of 
Housing First participants before the study were $4,066 per person per month. 
When participating in the Housing First program, median monthly costs decreased 
to $1,492 per person per month, after six months and $958 after 12 months.” 
Some cities make an effort to balance the criminalization approach with efforts 

to assist individuals in connecting with service providers. The uneven application 
of harsh enforcement is illustrated in Colorado. Denver’s Road Home — a 10- 

year plan to end homelessness — includes criminalization ordinances, but the city 
“adopted a policy of training officers on how to do outreach to the homeless,” says 
Tim Covi, editor of the Denver VOICE. 


Law enforcement is expected to direct people to assistance rather than issue tickets 
right away. While the homeless on the Downtown Business Improvement District 
say they have been treated with respect, others aren’t so fortunate. 


“Particularly along the Platte River and Cherry Creek areas, where the homeless 
often sleep at night and by law are not permitted to sleep, the Denver VOICE has 
received accounts of people’s possessions being discarded after they were roused 
in the morning and told to leave the area,” Covi says. “We have been told by at 
least five homeless people that the police make regular stops early in the morning 
on the Platte River and tell people to leave, and that if they’re found there again, 
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they’ll be ticketed or arrested.” 


Scarce financial resources and public sentiment means advocates for the homeless 
have the added responsibility of educating the public about the steps necessary 

to end 
homelessness. 
Most large 

cities have more 
homeless people 
than shelter 
beds and even 
fewer services 
to address the 
root causes of 
the problem 

— mental 

health issues, 
addiction, job 
training, high 
unemployment 
rates, hiring practices that bar individuals with criminal records. Success stories are 
hard to come by. 





The “A Key Not a Card” campaign in Portland, Ore., allows outreach workers 
from five different service providers to offer people immediate housing, instead of 
just a business card. 


“From the program’s inception in 2005 through spring 2009, 936 individuals in 
451 households have been housed through the program, including 216 households 
placed directly from the street,” says the Homes Not Handcuffs report. 


Another innovative and successful program cited by the report comes from 
Daytona Beach, Fla. In an effort to reduce the need for panhandling, a coalition 

of service providers, businesses and the city of Daytona Beach provides homeless 
people with jobs and housing. The Downtown Street Team program hires homeless 
people to clean up downtown Daytona Beach. Each is provided with shelter and 
then transitional housing. Some of the participants have secured other full-time 
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Make them wear signs 


Unfortunately, failed programs tend to get the most attention. 


“What happens when a city proposes some new initiative to solve the homeless 
problem — and this is in a negative way, to criminalize homelessness — it passes,” 
says Michael Stoops of the National Coalition for the Homeless. “The chamber of 
commerce, the police department, the business community will say that this new 
anti-panhandling program is working. And then other cities hear about it. Cities are 
actually very lazy. They will copy and pass this same, exact panhandling ordinance 
that was passed in Cincinnati.” 


Indianapolis, Ind., and other municipalities are currently considering the ordinance 
Stoops refers to. “In 2003 Cincinnati City Council passed an ordinance requiring 
panhandlers to obtain licenses from the health department,” says Gregory 
Flannery, editor of Streetvibes. “Teachers, nurses, activists and others registered 

as panhandlers in an expression of solidarity. The Greater Cincinnati Coalition 

for the Homeless (parent organization of Streetvibes) filed a civil-rights lawsuit in 
federal court alleging the ordinance was a violation of the First Amendment, which 
guarantees the right to free speech. In settling the lawsuit, the city, the Homeless 
Coalition and Downtown Cincinnati Inc. (DCI) agreed to create an outreach 
position at DCI, whose job includes connecting panhandlers with social services.” 
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Politicians in Cincinnati, eager to appear tough on panhandlers, have sometimes 
tried to ignore the conditions of the settlement, however. Last summer City 
Councilman Jeff Berding proposed taxing panhandlers and making them wear 
signs stating how much the city spends to help homeless people. In response to 
these conditions and other outrageous claims made in the proposal, Berding bowed 
to community pressure and retracted the measure but only after a significant 
amount of grandstanding. 


Advocates are working to change the views of lawmakers while simultaneously 
finding ways to get around the laws until they are removed. 


In Sacramento it’s against the law to camp or use “camp paraphernalia” on 

any public property. Camping is allowed on private property with an owner’s 
permission as long as it’s not for more than 24 hours, according to Lomazzi. 

One unintended consequence of the law is that people who own houses could 
receive citations for camping violations. If a family wants to have a two-day camp- 
out in their backyard, they can’t get a permit: The limit is one day. The likelihood 
of a neighbor calling the police isn’t great. But the net result is much more severe 
for homeless people. Even though Sacramento has more homeless people than 
shelters beds, people are not allowed to create their own shelter, denying them even 
minimal protection against the elements. 


Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee is trying to adapt. “We have started 
a new organization called Safe Ground Sacramento that is trying to establish legal 
places for people to stay until housing is available,” Lomazzi says. “Campers stay 
together and sleep illegally most nights. A church has offered sanctuary to the 
group on freezing cold nights. Currently, the strategy is to go from one private 
property to the next ... in hopes of evading the anti-camping ordinance by taking 
advantage of the 24-hour private property loophole. 


“We set up a Safe Ground community on private property near the central city with the 
Owner’s permission, and that lasted for about a month before the police came in and 
arrested everyone. The city threatened to fine the owner, so the group vacated the land.” 


Support from the community in the form of donations for sleeping cottages and 
pledges for future financial support is coming, but locations for the rotating 
sleeping locations are not yet being offered. 
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‘Everyone has the right’ 

Although no data proves criminalization efforts deter crime or increase public 
safety, municipalities continue to pass punitive laws. Research by the National 
Coalition for the Homeless illustrates how expensive that approach can be: 


* Los Angeles: $6 million a year to pay for 50 extra police officers to crack down 
on crime in the Skid Row area while the city budgeted only $5.7 million for 
homeless services. 


* Gainesville, Fla.: As part of its 10-year plan to end homelessness, the city 
commission approved a plan to spend up to $75,000 on a fence to keep people off 
“Tent City” property, and only $20,000 to address the housing and service needs of 
those evicted. 


* Cincinnati, Ohio: A 2007 study by the Greater Cincinnati Coalition for 

the Homeless found that using the criminal justice system to deal with the 
consequences of street homelessness is an expensive approach, costing $65 per bed 
per day in the jail, compared to $30 a day for permanent supportive housing. 


At a time when millions are being donated by private citizens and government to 
offer relief to 1.9 million Haitians left homeless by the recent earthquake, North 
Americans turn a blind eye to the policies that punish almost twice that many 
people in the same circumstance. But change is possible. 
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“After two years of debate in front of the Commission of Human Rights of Québec, a 
victory has been achieved: On 9 Nov. 2009 the commission condemned strongly the 
city and the police regarding the social profiling of Montréal’s homeless,’ says Serge 
Lareault, publisher of L’/tinéraire. “The government of Quebec engaged a new lawyer 
for homeless at the beginning of December 2009. He is charged with the creation of 

a center for drunk homeless as an alternative to help them and not arresting them or 
giving tickets. But the fight continues. The police still arrest and give many tickets each 
day. Many people are asking for programs to help homelessness. Others are asking for 
an amnesty to the hundreds of homeless who have tickets.” 


Both Canada and the United States have signed and ratified and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, but both have failed to universally incorporate its 
principles into their laws. The non-binding United Nations (U.N.) declaration opens 
with a preamble recognizing “the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable 
rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and 
peace in the world.” In 1948 the U.N. General Assembly adopted this declaration as 
a “common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations.” 


The recognition that everyone — regardless of any distinction including an “other 
status,” such as homelessness — is “born free and equal in dignity and rights” of life, 
liberty and security of person, is detailed in admonitions to prohibit slavery, torture, 
arbitrary arrest and a host of other behaviors that the United States and Canada routinely 
condemn as deplorable in other countries. The problem is that we refuse to do as we say. 


Laws that criminalize homelessness routinely violate the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Restricting the movement of people in specific locations violates 
article 13: “Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within 
the borders of each state.” Confiscating and disposing of personal property because 
it happens to be on public land violates article 17: “Everyone has the right to own 
property alone as well as in association with others. No one shall be arbitrarily 
deprived of (his/her) property.” Perhaps the most egregious violation of all is the 
blatant disregard for Article 25: “Everyone has the right to a standard of living 
adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, 
clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to 
security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or 
other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.” 


Homelessness has become a crime, but homeless people are the victims, not the 
perpetrators. Laws that worsen their plight aggravate the offense. Just as mental 
illness, sexual abuse and addiction are conditions that call for help — not prosecution 
— homelessness deserves a response rooted in compassion, fiscal sense and respect 
for international law. Helping homeless people is less expensive than jailing them. 
But more important, helping homeless people is the right thing to do. Jailing them 
for being homeless is wrong. The End. 
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Poverty: anoyi 
by Rose Henry 


No matter how you describe poverty it still looks unappealing. 


Unfortunately it has spread like a bad infectious disease to thousands of 
people including myself. It is something that I have struggle with all my of 
life. It is like a genetic disorder that could have been cured years ago if I had 
only ... been born a rich poor person. 


Here is how it has been described in the dictionary: 
noun 


1. the state or condition of having little or no money, goods, or means of support; 
condition of being poor; indigence. 
2. deficiency of necessary or desirable ingredients, qualities, etc.: poverty of the soil. 


3. scantiness; insufficiency: Their efforts to stamp out disease were hampered by a 
poverty of medical supplies. 

Synonyms 

1. penury. Poverty, destitution, need, want imply a state of privation and lack of 
necessities. Poverty denotes serious lack of the means for proper existence: living 
in a state of extreme poverty. Destitution, a somewhat more literary word, implies 
a state of having absolutely none of the necessities of life: widespread destitution 
in countries at war. Need emphasizes the fact that help or relief is necessary: Most 
of the people were in great need. Want emphasizes privations, esp. lack of food 
and clothing: Families were suffering from want. 


2. meagerness. 
Here is how I measure and see it everyday: 


I costs me about $23.00 a day for food and shelter for two adults (I have then 
to sell at least 20 Street Newz papers daily). Out of the $23.00 I have to put 
away $10.00 towards rent, and $13.00 a day for two adults to eat at least once 
a day. (That is just my portion for rent and food.) 


Then there is the cost of Laundry - $30.00 every two weeks, including a taxi 
ride if I can’t get anyone with car to drive me to the laundry mat. In my new 
place it costs $1.50 to wash and and another $1.50 to dry. Sometimes the 
heater on the dry doesn’t work so it cost $3.00 to dry if I need clean clothes 
right away. 


Transportation ( good thing walking is free) 
- Bus Tickets (1 book is $21.00 approximately) or 21 Street Newz papers. 
- | Have a few friends who provide me with bus tickets. 


With my latest forced move, $1245.00 just for rent and damage deposit. 
Transportation & utility hook up (too scary to even write or think about). 


So I was $20.00 short for my first month’s rent and now am having to pay an 
additional $30.00 (for extra paperwork I have caused the caretaker) - 50 papers. 


On a good day I can sell about one paper every fifteen minutes which is 
equivalent to eight dollars an hour. On a bad day I will make zero after trying 
to sell for about 2 hours. 


So my partner signs over 100% of his pay cheque every month to pay for rent, 
medical bills and some food. 


Living in poverty is costly on our health both mentally and physically. The 
amount of time we spend trying to survive is incredibly exhausting. 


Between selling the Street Newz, and moving, my partner lost several hours 
of paid work, I continued to educate people about poverty and homelessness 


and am still looking 
for more paid work. 


I am usually down 
on Government St 
near the Bay Centre 
selling the Street 
Newz between 2 
until about 4:30 pm 
daily. The rest of 
the time I am out 
looking for paid 
work, editing or 
talking to people 
about poverty. 

Rose Henry is a 
Coast Salish mother, 
wife, and tireless 
advocate for those 
less fortunate. 


Pr 
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How do YOU survive poverty! 
Share your story .... anonymously if preferable ... 


write to us at streetnewz@islandnet.com. 
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Safe Places 


We all, from time to time, need a Place of Refuge. Newly constructed buildings include 
this feature, a relatively safe and accessible location where people, especially the disabled, 
can gather during a fire, earthquake or other emergency to wait for assistance. By the same 
token, it’s time to consider economic safe places for us all. 


by Brian Mason 


Canada and other advanced capitalist countries have spent the past few decades creating 

a global free-trade zone, reducing trade barriers and deregulating the financial sector. An 
elite transnational corporate class has overseen the process. All the while, the rich countries 
weren’t completely swallowing their own medicine: they continued to subsidize home-grown 
corporate favourites like the agribusiness and fossil-fuel energy sectors. During a manic run 
that began with the Reagan-Thatcher (and Mulroney) era, the tough market-fundamentalist 
policies of the IMF/World Bank crowd were forced down the throats of poor nations while 
the rich world protected its own. Or so the myth has gone. In truth, everyone and every 
place has been hurt to varying degrees by the unchecked bravado of neo-liberalism. The rich 
world may turn out to be the most damaged of all. 


Transnational trade has been a common feature of human civilizations. It’s natural to covet 
goods and materials from other lands, never more so than in earlier ages when the array of 
products available at home was severely limited. Quests for goods and resources from exotic 
places drove the age of mercantilism and imperialism. Predictably, the benefits of trade 
accrued mostly to the wealthier classes. What changed in the last quarter of the twentieth 
century was the intensity and scale of globalization: it became both an ideology (or secular 
religion) and a tool of mass exploitation. There was to be no hiding place for any nation 
anywhere on the planet. The pressure to conform grew enormous, with the consequences for 
not doing so disastrous. Neo-liberal marauders were nothing if not thorough, persistent — and 
vengeful. 


Not even the financial crisis of 2008 was a wake-up call for our economic and political 
elites. On the contrary. Almost without exception, their remedies for the meltdown have 
been palliatives intended to restore the system to its previous condition. They still believe 
completely in the inviolability of global free-market capitalism — as long as it can receive a 
booster shot from the government treasury now and again. 


Part of the belief in the merits of international trade has depended on a simple economic 
model: Trade creates wealth. If all a country were to do is shuffle goods and services around 
within its own boundaries, no net increase in wealth could result. Something has to come 

in from the outside (through trade) in order to expand the economic pie. Or so the argument 
goes. But such a model has innate limits: The world is only so big. What happens when the 
size of the economic entity, as in the case of modern globalization, is coterminous with the 
planet? Where then does the outside partner (with whom to trade) come from? At that point, 
the system becomes closed, no frontiers remain, all countries have been ensnared. Eventually, 
as we see happening today, the system begins to exhaust itself, becoming disabled. 


Past strategies to deal with economic downturn have usually involved a form of 
protectionism, such as imposing or raising tariffs. Countries, including Canada, would 
retrench by instinctively trying to shelter national industries in times of international financial 
turmoil. In a sense, they were seeking a place of refuge. At the same time, governments 
would be called upon to increase the level of social services to protect their citizens as the 
economy sputtered. Today, the mere mention of any kind of protectionism or government 
intervention causes our economic elites literally to see red, as if the banner of socialism was 
unfurling before their eyes. 


Here’s a thought experiment for you. Imagine that our planet comprises Canada alone; 

that Canada, in other words, is all there is. If that were the case, globalization would be 
coterminous with our borders: all wealth would have to be created from the labour, land and 
raw materials within Canada. There would be no one else to trade with. Creating wealth 
in the absence of international commerce is refuge economics, Canada relying mostly on 
itself. Which would mean, in turn, if we wanted to eat pineapples in January, then really 
big greenhouses in Saskatchewan would become the order of the day. Or, we lowered our 
expectations. The goal of refuge economics is self-sufficiency in everything other than the 
sharing or transfer of knowledge and of aid. 


One way of looking at globalization is to think of it as trying to turn the world into a single, 
seamless free-market zone — just as I am asking you to imagine in the above thought 
experiment; one economic entity, albeit a much larger one. Yet, if globalization is seen as the 
optimum way to achieve wealth, there is no reason the same approach cannot work within 
a single, well-endowed nation or community — and Canada is well-provisioned. Canadians, 
like the citizens of the modern-day Kingdom of Bhutan, could begin to create a national 
happiness index, instead of cleaving to a consumer price-driven version. By taking a time 
out from the neo-liberal agenda, we could focus on community values and look at ways to 
care for one another, other peoples and the earth. Possibly, even, the case in support of a 
guaranteed livable income for everyone would gain ascendancy as a common sense way of 
providing the good life. 


If my visioning exercise appears hopelessly naive, it’s actually little different from the post- 
cheap-oil world described starkly in books like William Kunstler’s The Long Emergency or, 
more recently, Jeff Rubin’s Why Your World Is About To Get A Whole Lot Smaller: Oil and 
the End of Globalization. Whereas their predicted journey to the same destination would be 
a rough, unhappy one, my transition could unfold more gently. We all need safe places. 


Submitted by Brian Mason, who lives in James Bay. 
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Stephen Harper, Leo Strauss, and 


Why Parliament got Prorogued 
by Betty Krawczyk 


Who was Leo Strauss? No, not a classical musical composer or some famous 
German politician. He was a political philosopher. He died in 1973. I know this 
because Donald Gustein told me so in an article published in the Tyee in August 
2008 (thetyee.ca). I kept this Tyee article because it seemed to offer clues to Stephen 
Harper’s thinking. In what way, you may ask? 


The most important question, at least to me, is why does Stephen Harper think 
we’re all so dumb? The man has to have an extremely low opinion of public 
intelligence in general, and of citizens who try to take part in the political process in 
particular. But where did he get such a low opinion of us? How could Mr. Harper 
prorogue parliament not once, but twice without adequate explanation? The second 
time he used the budget as an excuse. He had to give the budget unusually weighty 
thoughts, he claimed. About how to keep everything essentially the same, it turned 
out, except more tax cuts for the banks and corporations. What is it that contributes 
to this Prime Minister’s thinking that allows him to do whatever he likes in whatever 
undemocratic ways he pleases because he assumes we, the body politic, are 
essentially stupid? 


Enter Leo Strauss and his philosophy. Stephen Harper is a follower of Strauss, who 
according to Gustein, believed in the inherent inequality of humanity: “Most people, 
he (Strauss) famously taught, are too stupid to make informed decisions about 

their political affairs. Elite philosophers must decide on affairs of state for us.” 


And that is certainly how Stephen Harper acts. He’s the elite philosopher and 
we’re the stupids. And he has friends in other followers of Strauss both in his own 
party and in the US: Paul Wolfowitz, head of the World Bank, ex-deputy secretary 
of defense under George W. Bush; Allan Bloom and Walter Berns who taught 
Wolfowitz all about Leo Strauss’ utter contempt for democracy at the University 
of Toronto during the 1970’s. In turn two of their students, Ted Morton and Rainer 
Knopff went on to the University of Calgary where they specialized in attacking 
the Charter of Rights and Freedom. The list goes on and gets entwined with “The 
Family” which is a Christian political organization in the US which believes that 
the elite win power by the will of God who uses them for His Own Purposes. 


This is also a powerful political group that loves dictators and loathes 

democracy. How is it that we as citizens allow men (and women) who work to bring 
down democracy in our own countries to come to such political prominence? Are 
the neo-cons right after all? Are we really so stupid that we can celebrate 

circuses (Olympic Games) while our democracy is burning? While our own life 
support systems, 
both economically 
and environmentally, 
are being shredded to 
the bone by dreamers 
of Christian “rapture” 
and Straussian 

elitist dictators? I 
personally do not 
agree that we are 
stupid. But I do 
think we are asleep 
and we have to wake 
up. Soon. 


Betty Shiver Krawczyk 
(born August 1928) is 
a Louisiana born, BC 
based environmental 
activist, author and 
former political 
candidate. Read 

more from Betty at 
bettysearlyedition. 
blogspot.com. 





aN 
Now! 
A woman expresses her 
opinion of Harper’s 
“Master Plan” at the 
Olympic Tent Village 
rally in Vancouver. 





REGIONAL NEWZ 


Homelessness 
Hunger Strike Relay 
enters 4th Full 
Month in April’10 ! 


The “2010 Homelessness Hunger 
Strike Relay” began December 29th, 
2009 in Vancouver. Following are 
some statistics listed on their website 
- www.2010homelessness.ca: 


* Canada’s homeless population is 
somewhere between 200,000 and 
300,000 


* 1.7 million residents struggle 
with housing affordability issues 


* Roughly half of all Canadians 
live in fear of poverty, and 49 per 
cent polled believe they might be 
poverty stricken if they missed one 
or two pay cheques 


* Calgary’s homeless population 
grew 740 per cent between ‘94 & ‘06 


* Government numbers show a cost 
of up to $6 billion a year to service 
a “core” homeless population of 
150,000. That cost includes health 
care, criminal justice, social services 
and emergency shelter costs 


* The former national affordable 
housing strategy, discontinued 

in 1993, created 650,000 units 
providing housing for more than 
two million Canadians 


* There are somewhere between 
10,500 and 15,000 homeless people 
in BC 

* A homeless person dies every 12 
days in BC 


* The 2008 
homelessness 
count identified 
2,660 people who 
were homeless 

in the Metro 
Vancouver region 


* 32% of 

the homeless 
population is 
indigenous while 
they comprise 
only 2% of 

the region’s 
population 

* 713% of 
homeless 

I] indigenous 
people are street 
homeless in 
Metro Vancouver 


* 45% of 
homeless 
women in Metro 
Vancouver are 
indigenous 


* Homelessness 
has more than 
doubled since 
the Olympics 
were awarded to 
Vancouver 
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UVIC CLUB CLAIMS 
VICTORY OVER 
CANADIAN FORCES 





University of Victoria student club 
Students Against War is claiming victory 
after the Canadian military failed to show 
up at the university’s annual Career Fair in 
the Student Union Building on March 10th. 


The club, along with other individuals 
and groups, has protested the presence of 
the Canadian Forces at the University of 
Victoria’s Career Fair for the last three 
years. The club believes the military’s 
absence indicates that the University 

of Victoria Career Services, the body 
responsible for organizing the career fair, 
has finally understood that students do not 
welcome the military presence in their 
student space. 


“Students Against War exists to resist 

all forms of oppression; we reject the 
Canadian Forces because it is a tool of the 
exploitative capitalist and colonialist state” 
said one club member. 


Past Students Against War protests against 
military recruitment on the campus have 
included satirizing military recruitment, 
distributing educational materials, and 
disrupting business at the recruitment table. 


Students Against War believes that the 
University of Victoria Career Services 

fails when it comes to offering students 
socially positive employment opportunities. 
“We reject the presence of all employers 

at the career fair who privilege corporate 
profit or the state over human life and 
dignity” said one Students Against War 
protester. Students Against War denounces 
several employers attending the career fair, 
including CSIS, the RCMP, Department 

of National Defence Civilians, Syncrude 
Canada, and the Royal Bank of Canada, the 
primary investor in the Alberta Tar Sands. 


This year Students Against War staged a 
raucous, well-attended game of “pin the tail 
on the capitalist pig” outside the career fair 
to highlight the absurdity of many of the 
employment opportunities being offered. 


For more information email uvicsaw@riseup.net. 
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this page is devoted to the life of Harriet Nahanee 


Nodar Kumaritashvili: Never Forget 


IOC's hypercommercialism to blame for Georgian luger’s death 


The charter of the International Olympic Committee states that one of the Committee’s 
primary objectives is to “encourage and support the promotion of ethics in sports.” The 
circumstances surrounding the death of Georgian luge slider Nodar Kumaritashvili 
expose the charter as an absolute lie. On the cusp of last week’s opening ceremonies, 
Kumaritashvili died practicing on a track many believed to be extremely dangerous. 


Shortly before his death, the 21-year-old Kumaritashvili spoke to his father, David, 
who said to the AP, “He told me: ‘Dad, I really fear that curve.’ I’m a former athlete 
myself, and I told him: ‘You just take a slower start.’ But he responded: ‘Dad, what 
kind of thing you are teaching me? I have come to the Olympics to ‘try to win..’... 
He told me: ‘I will either win or die’” (www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ 
ALeqM5hz1d616u4ZDqOJnxelv3 Y B4Z2xzgD9DSQ3GG0). 


Kumaritashvili’s fear had been shared by other luge sliders since the day the track 
opened in 2008 and course designers said that it was “faster, steeper and more intense 
than any track in history.” United States luge athlete Mark Grimmette said the very 
day before Kumaritashvili’s death, “I think we’re probably getting close, too close, 

to the edge.” Bob Storey, president of the International Federation of Bobsleigh and 
Tobogganing, said of the track’s design: “That was not an engineering decision. That 
was a commercial decision” (www.nytimes.com/2010/02/14/sports/olympics/14track. 
html?ref=olympics). 


Hannah Campbell-Pegg of Australia also commented, “To what extent are we just little 
lemmings that they throw down this track and we’re crash-test dummies?” Even Armin 
Zoeeggeler of Italy, the world’s top luger, crashed earlier in the day (www.nytimes. 
com/2010/02/14/sports/olympics/14longman.html?emc=eta1). 


The more luge sliders complained about impending peril, the less they were heard. 
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The IOC and the International Luge Federation (FIL) should right now be begging 

for forgiveness, demanding a thorough investigation, and already starting to make 
restitution to Kumaritashvili’s family. They should count themselves as lucky that they 
won’t be nabbed for involuntary manslaughter. Instead, they have chosen a path of 
ugly arrogance that recalls the imperious former IOC President Avery Brundage at his 
absolute worst. 


Even for people who oversee winter sports, this is very cold-blooded. 


VANOC (the IOC’s host body) and FIL issued a response with a tone of barely 
concealed annoyance that Kumaritashvili had to selfishly go and die. Taking a mere 
ten hours to “investigate” how Kumaritashvili died, they blamed him for his own 
death on Curve 16, writing, “There was no indication that the accident was caused 
by deficiencies in the track” (www.vancouver2010.com/olympic-news/n/news/fil- 
statement-on-mens-luge-competition__274462nE.html). 


The subtext was, “Time to move on. Get back to work and on that track.” 


The incredibly callous and patently suspect “official finding” is rooted in the true 
mission of the IOC: maxing out television revenue. The highly profitable niche of 
extreme winter sports has put pressure on the Winter Games to supply a product 

with ever more speed and spectacle. The result is the first luger to die on the track 

in thirty-four years. To slow down the games out of respect for the dead, or even to 
investigate how so many concerns could be ignored, would be to slow a carnival that 
has generated 26.4 million average viewers for the first five nights of NBC’s pretaped 
television primetime broadcast. (These numbers are 22 percent higher than the 2006 
games in Torino.) Their argument is that they’re not at fault because they’re the IOC; 


by Dave Zirin 


therefore, they can’t be at fault. 


But the IOC’s actions after the 
blood was mopped off the ice 

show that they know very well 
knew where to place blame. After 
insisting that their oh-so-extensive 
ten-hour investigation found the 
track to be safe, they had workers 
put up a high wooden wall just past 
the curve where Kumaritashvili 
died. They also put padding on the 
exposed metal beams before the 
finish line and they changed the 
men’s starting point, which will 
slow their speed on the track. After 
questioned on these hurried moves, 
they said that it was all done out 

of concern for the emotional state of Kumaritashvili’s teammates and competitors, a 
feint toward sympathy that even the New York Times called “bogus” (www.nytimes. 
com/2010/02/14/sports/olympics/14longman.html?emc=eta1). 





To further make sure that we forget that the 2010 Vancouver Olympics started with 
death, Steve Capus, president of NBC News, has handed down a directive that the 
graphic video of Kumaritashvili’s death is not to be shown on any of NBC’s news 
programming without his permission. In addition, this policy has apparently been 
adopted by NBC Sports. Out of sight, out of mind. As for Kumaritashvili, his body has 
already been shipped back to his native Georgia. His family is grieving, his mother 
throwing herself on his coffin as it traveled the streets toward his home (www.nesn. 
com/2010/02/olympic-luger-nodar-kumaritashvilis-body-returned-to-family-in-georgia-.html). 


Now the sports pages are filled with stories about Lindsay Vonn, Shani Davis, and Bode 
Miller. (Nodar who?) But while the games go on, we should never forget. After all, 

if this is how the IOC treats its athletes, heaven help the rest of us. As the games get 
underway in London in 2012 or Russia 2014, remember that there is blood on the tracks. 


Dave Zirin is the author of the forthcoming Bad Sports: How Owners are Ruining the 
Games we Love. You can read his weekly column at edgeofsports.com. This article 
first appeared at vancouver.mediacoop.ca and is reprinted with permission. 


Photos top to bottom: Georgian luge competitor Nodar Kumaritashvili is seen on this 
undated photograph provided by Georgia’s Olympic Committee, in Tbilisi, February 13, 
2010. A black cloud descended over the Vancouver Olympics on Friday after 21-year- 

old Kumaritashvili was killed in a horrific training crash at the Whistler Sliding Centre. 
Kumaritashvili was making his final scheduled practice slide before Saturday’s competition 
when he lost control at 9Omph and was launched over the rim of the track before slamming 
into an unpadded pillar. REUTERS/Ho New 


Women mourn during a funeral service for Olympic luger Nodar Kumaritashvili in front of 
his house in the city of Bakuriani, about 160 km (100 miles) west of Tbilisi, February 17, 
2010. REUTERS/David Mdzinarishvili 


People carry the coffin with the body of Georgian luge competitor Nodar Kumaritashvili 
during a funeral in Bakuriani February 20, 2010. REUTERS/David Mdzinarishvili 
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Oil-ympics at Trafalgar Square 





Notes: 


' Deposits of Tar Sands are spread out over 54,000 square 
miles of prime forest in northern Alberta, an area the size of 
England and Wales combined. Producing crude oil from the 
Tar Sands generates up to five times more carbon dioxide, 
the principal global warming gas, than conventional 
drilling: see Environment Canada, 2007, National Inventory 
Report Greenhouse Gas Sources and Sinks in Canada 
1990-2005, www.ec.gc.ca/pdb/ghg/inventory_report/2006_ 
report/som-sum_eng.cfm. 


* This action is in solidarity with Canadian First Nations 
who have called for a moratorium on the Tar Sands. For 
more information see the Indigenous Environmental 
Network: www.ienearth.org/cits html. 


by tarsandsinfocus 
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On Saturday, 13 February at 12 noon, UK and Canadian environmental 
activists opened the ‘Oil-ympics’ at Canada House in Trafalgar Square. The 
event, timed to coincide with the opening of the 2010 Winter Olympics in 


Vancouver, highlighted the role of British companies in the single biggest 


shareholders?+*. 


> BP has entered a joint venture with Husky Energy to 
develop a Tar Sands facility which will be capable of 
producing 200,000 barrels of crude a day by 2020. In return 
for a half share of Husky’s Sunrise field in the Athabasca 
region of Alberta, the epicentre of the Tar Sands industry, 
BP has sold its partner a 50 per cent stake in its Toledo oil 
refinery in Ohio. The companies plan to invest $10 billion 
in the project, making BP a major player in Tar Sands 
extraction. The final investment decision will be made in 
the next few months: www.bp.com/genericarticle.do?catego 
ryId=2012968&contentld=7038865 , www.bloomberg.com/ 
apps/news?pid=20601082&sid=aGw2sL7JwHG8. 


4 A coalition of shareholders has tabled a resolution for 
BP’s AGM on April 15 highlighting the environmental and 


industrial project on earth, the Canadian Tar Sands’. 


The Oil-ympics event saw activists divided into three teams: BP, Shell and 
RBS, all ready to “Race to the Tar Sands’. Traditional winter sports were 
subverted to illustrate the irony of Canada portraying the Vancouver Winter 
Olympics as an event which celebrates Canadian indigenous culture and 
environmental sustainability, while in the neighbouring province of Alberta, 
Canadian First Nations are finding that their lands, communities and health are 
being devastated by the Tar Sands’. 


BP received special attention after it recently unveiled plans to embark on its 
first Tar Sands extraction project. BP had previously sold its potential stake in 
Alberta in 1999, when BP’s chief executive at the time, Lord Browne, deemed 
Tar Sands extraction to be economically unviable and environmentally 
unpleasant. However, BP’s new chief executive, Tony Hayward, is now set 

to make BP a major player in the Tar Sands with a partnership with Canada’s 
Husky Energy — a venture that is facing sharp criticism from BP’s own 


Alice Hargreaves, of the UK Tar Sands Network, said: “BP has been trying to 
prove that they are “Beyond Petroleum’ for years, but with their entry into the 
Tar Sands project, we can see the truth: Beyond Petroleum is nothing more 
than a Broken Promise’. BP shareholders are rebelling over this betrayal, and 
so are we. Over the next two months, we’ll be putting the pressure on to make 
sure BP get the message — stay out of the Tar Sands!” 


Shell has been singled out as it is already a major operator in the Tar Sands, 
and RBS as it is the 7th biggest global investor in the Tar Sands°. 


social risks of Tar Sands extraction: business.timesonline. 
co.uk/tol/business/industry_sectors/natural_resources/ 
article7018483.ece. 


` tarsandsinfocus.wordpress.com/bpbrokenpromises. 


° For Shell Investments see www.foei.org/en/resources/ 
publications/pdfs-members/economic-justice/shells-big- 
dirty-secret/view ?searchterm=shell%27s%20big%20di 
rty%20secret. For RBS investments see understory.ran. 
org/2010/01/3 1/banks-ranked-and-spanked-on-tar-sands. 


This article was originally posted on Indymedia UK by UK 
Tar Sands Network (www.tarsandsinfocus wordpress.com) 
and is reprinted with permission from www.gamesmonitor. 
org.uk. photo © Victoria Habermehl. 


Where is the Union Movement in the Olympic Resistance ? 


It’s time for someone to mention the elephant that’s 
not in the room. 


The room would be today’s British Columbia, where 
local and imported rich folks are enjoying an 8- 
billion-dollar, taxpayer-funded party, while a few 
thousand protesters challenge its moral legitimacy 
after years of corporate/government attacks on the 
poor, unions, public education, healthcare, seniors, 
children, etc. 


And the no-show elephant would be the BC trade 
union movement, the once-fearsome champion of the 
working class and of all the underprivileged in our 
society. 


Where the hell is labour in the anti-Olympic protests 
in Vancouver? 


The utter absence, not only of the movement’s 

formal leadership, but also of any visible sector of its 
hundreds of thousands of members has to be a source 
of elation to the greedheads who have pillaged this 
province for the past ten years. Their joy at moving 
from a state of being virtually unopposed by unions 
to one of being COMPLETELY unopposed by unions 
can only be matched by the profoundly sinking hearts 
of those who struggle for social justice - both inside 
and outside the labour movement. 


During the pre-games decade, Native people, women, 


welfare recipients, the homeless, the sick, the disabled, 
the elderly, and youngsters at risk have gotten the 
fiscal back of the hand from Gordon Campbell’s 
Liberals and Stephen Harper’s Conservatives. But 

the labour movement has gotten its teeth kicked 

in several times - notably, but not exclusively, in 

the defeats of strikes by ferry workers, heath care 
workers, and teachers. (Of course, top union leaders 
who cooperated with the government in ending these 
strikes probably don’t see them as defeats.) 


In each and every government spending cutback, 
sell-off of provincial or national assets, attack on 
union rights and benefits, slackening of environmental 
protection, abridgement of human rights, or military 
escalation both Campbell and Harper have had 

one main goal in mind: to shift public wealth into 
corporate hands. The Vancouver-Whistler 2010 Winter 
Olympics, once the hoopla hangover has lifted, will 
be universally seen as the single largest operation 
advancing that goal. 


Many people see that simple truth now. Opinion polls 
on the eve of the games showed that most Lower 
Mainlanders knew the Olympics were only for the 
benefit of “the elite” in our society. 


A few of us have decided to protest, hopefully disrupt, 
the circus. Many, getting accustomed to the other side 
winning, just throw up their hands in resignation. 


by Gene McGuckin 


A few media-quotable deep thinkers gush, “Why be 
negative. The money’s already spent. Why not enjoy 
the party (on TV, presumably)?” (I’m thinking Ill try 
this line of argument the next time I rob a bank.) 


Unlike all of these, however, the union movement 
has sat mute, far away from the sidelines. And this 
is consistent with labour leaders’ “middle-of-the- 
road” position seven years ago when some members 
were urging a united opposition to the Olympic bid 
in the face of Campbell’s legislated contract-busting 
and projected massive public sector layoffs. (The 
games might create some jobs in the building trades, 
hospitality sector, and public transit, you see.) 


No overt union opposition to the bid seven years ago 
amounted, in practice, to tacit support for the easily 
predictable looting of the public treasury and related 
attacks on many British Columbians, including many 
union members. No overt union opposition now, 

no alliance with Native people sand anti-poverty 
activists, equates to support for the obscene circus. 
And it bodes ill for the unions’ abilities to defend their 
members (or anyone else) against the coming years of 
government/corporate attacks that will begin within 
weeks. 


Gene McGuckin is a retired paperworker and lifetime 
member of CEP Local 1129. 
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Got a bee in 
your bonnet? 


Write it up 
and send it to 
StreetNewz@ 
islandnet.com 





What is University 101? 


University 101 is a program that offers 
FREE, non-credit, academic courses 
that will introduce students to a wide 
range of university topics. Non-credit 
means that you will get a completion 
certificate for attending the course, 
but the course cannot be applied to a 
degree or diploma program. 


We try to support our students as 
much as possible, so meals are 
provided at the beginning of each 
class. Bus tickets and child care 
subsidies are also available. 


What is the goal of University 101 and 102? 


To provide introductory academic 
courses to people whose economic and 
social circumstances normally pose 
obstacles to university education. 


Why do a course like University 101 and 102? 


Because critical thinking and a 
passion for learning are elements of 
citizenship that can and should be 
shared amongst everyone. Humanities 
and Social Sciences give us ways 

to understand our own society and 
history. 


What courses are offered? 


University 101 is an introductory 
course in the Humanities. 
University 102 is an introductory 
course in the Social Sciences. 


Applications for the September 2010 
University 101 course will be available 
in May 2010, please check the 
website: web.uvic.ca/uni101 / 





OPINIONS 
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Chicken Little, or Chicken BIG ? 


Submitted Anonymously because 
“Ihave suffered quite a bit of harassment... [since] putting this public information together 


so people can see the whole story, but it is truly a matter of life and death.” 


I am a Nevada artist, a business 
owner and a veteran. I am deeply 
concerned with what I see happening 
to America. I present this information 
on what are known as persistent 
contrails or chemtrails. The 
purposeful geoengineering, weather 
modification (and other) experiments 
on our skies and our ecosystems have 
reached levels of extreme danger, 
causing sickness and death. 


I have been fighting the experimental 
aerosol programs near to nine years 
and have gathered a plethora of 
information which is absolutely 
shocking. 


I have sent this information to 
hundreds of politicians, news anchors 
and reporters and everyone above the 
rank of copy editor at newspapers all 
over the world, our local government, 
health department, EPA, pollution control, etc., anyone 
whom might be remotely connected with stopping these 
programs. 


I have never seen such disinterest to act, to report, to step 
up and protect their fellow human beings - a complacent 
acceptance that this was “out of their hands.” For whatever 
reason, they may choose to ignore it, but they cannot feign 
innocence and claim they did not have access to the facts. 


According to a television station which paid to have these 
chemicals tested, there are many, sometimes thousands 
times more - than the allowable amount of barium 
powders and aluminum oxides, plus ethylene dibromide, 
arsenic, iron, boron, manganese, magnesium, potassium, 
sodium, copper, zinc, nickel, thorium, zirconium, titanium, 
chromium, cadmium, strontium, mycoplasma and biotoxins 
in these chemical releases. Toxic levels! (a recent Arizona 
air sample analysis (all elements) showed 12,800,000 PPB 
for Aluminum.) Incredible. That’s 12 million parts per 
billion! 6,400 times the toxic limit! 


Analysis report here: www.nogw.com/images/052008_ 
chemtrail_lab_result_lg.jpgand here: www.rense.com/ 
general82/chemit.htm 

In the latest Phoenix air-particulate analysis, aluminum 
particulates in the ambient air have tested at 19,500 times 
the toxic limit, iron at 28,333 times the toxic limit, barium 


chemtrails 


over 
Victoria 


photo from 
Andy Sinats 








at 1,050 times the toxic limit, and manganese at 4,870 
times the toxic limit, among many other metals at toxic 
levels. 


New 2009 analysis report here: d1027732. 
mydomainwebhost.com/charts/our%20charts/phx_ 
particulates_2009. htm 


These aerosol programs are kept secret from the public due 
to the invasive nature of spraying the atmosphere (your 
breathing air) with dangerous chemical ingredients. These 
ingredients should be tested daily. We need a wide-spread 
awareness as to the dangers in breathing these chemical 
residues and steps to take to protect ourselves and our 
families from the long and short term effects of exposure to 
these chemical clouds. 


Week after week, they transform our beautiful, clear blue 
skies into toxic chemical haze. I’ve seen them cover our 
entire sky with these artificial clouds in under two hours. 
It’s disgusting! 

On the internet research chemtrails, persistent contrails, 
HAARP, DARPA, aerosol ops and you will be amazed. 


We must stop this horrendous experiment on the lives of 
our families. 


Here is a [partial] compilation of information you may 
find useful: 


History Channel Documentary Validates 
Chemtrails and Weather Warfare - High 
Definition 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=N VjI-OuA9L8 


KSLA news station confirms barium in 
chemtrails 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=okB-489l6MI 


Chemtrails Confirmed, by William Thomas 
www.willthomasonline.net (choose Chemtrails 
2010) 


Aerosol Crimes & Coverup 
www.carnicom.com 


Is Weather Control Possible? 
weatherwars .info/?page_id=147 


When You Run into People Who Say 
Chemtrails are Natural, Ask Them to 
Explain This: 

www .truveo.com/Dover-chemtrails/ 
1d/3744103691 


Chemtrail Galore - the Mothership 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzvunenN WEE 
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STREET MUZINGS 
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RICHARD WILLIAM ABRAHAM BOWERS 
March 30, 1972 - February 2, 2010 


On February 2, 2010, an Eagle Feather fell to Earth. 


Richard William Abraham Bowers, at the age of 37 yrs., 
dropped his robe and made his final journey into the West. 
Through the light of the breaking morning 

his spirit walked alone, 

and unafraid into a clear blue sky. 

Free at last of the pain and suffering of this world 


and th 


to the 





Rick moved to Victoria from Ontario in 
1987 and worked as a Forestry Engineer 
and a Class 1 truck driver. He was also 
a member of the Canadian Classic 
Chevelles and Beaumonts. 


An online memory book of Rick is 
available at www.legacy.com/gb2/ 
default.aspx?bookid=59 18604525655 


he walked straight and tall. 
| know that Creator will accept him 
into the lodge of his people 


May his spirit be welcomed by his ancestors 
and nurtured by the Grandmothers. 

The prayers of our people all over the Earth 
are with you Rick, 

may your journey take you home 


Peace, 


S 





a 
t 


at he will find eternal rest and peace. 


Ona Gwe, Waki 
- Until Next We Meet 


My walk here is through 
Here is what I ask of you 
When you come to my crossing ceremony 
do not cry 
Do not stand with bowed head and say good-bye 


land of your people. 
prayers and blessings. 


Rick was predeceased by his 
father Raymond, baby Jaydon, 
grandparents, aunts and uncles. 
He will be lovingly remembered 
by his mother Mary Collins (Doug); 
brother Raymond; sisters Ruby, 
Rachel, Rebecca, Rhaina, Roberta 
and Randi-Rose; nephews Ryan 
and Tayleb, nieces Riley-Rae and 
Izabella, aunts, uncles, cousins and 
many friends. 


If | have left a memory, and my name is called, 
do not weep, 
For | am with you in full spirit, 
| do not sleep. 
Look up with joy 
in your heart and these words repeat 
Ona Gwe, Waki 
- Until Next We Meet. 





A little Street Newz update ... 
We're SIX YEARS OLD 


We're amazed that were celebrating, with this issue, the 
completion of six years in production! When I started 
this thing it was about producing a test edition to check 
the waters. Then I printed a second one, and vendors 
began to appear. The amazing John, distribution co- 
ordinator extraordinaire and without whom I would likely 
have given up long ago, contacted me at about issue 
three or four. Several of the vendors have been on the 
team for about as long, most others for several years 
themselves. 


We continue to seek and occasionally find funding support 
through a non-profit society I also established back 

in 2004 - the Bread and Roses Collective. Our board 

is a diverse crew of volunteers from various sectors 

- education, social work, accounting, and retirement. 


I cant tell you how much I appreciate all your support. 
Every month I have the honour of formatting your 
incredible thoughts onto the newspaper pages. The 
street distribution team works consistently, through 
wind and sleet and rain, to keep the paper moving into 
your hands. Like magic, cheques begin to arrive in 

the mail just as we're nearing the end of our current 
funding. We do a lot with a little, and all your financial 
investments are very much appreciated. 


You'll notice the paper is a slightly reduced size - our 
printer asked if wed switch as they have more customers 
using this new size. Its slightly lower cost coincided 
with our diminished bank account, so we went for it. I'm 
hoping to find time for another reader survey (its been a 
couple of years) to collect thoughts on what were doing 
well and what we might consider changing, so please 
watch for that. 


On behalf of all of us, we THANK YOU for six years, and 
look forward to six more! This is your Street Newz, and 
we thank you for all youre doing to keep it alive. 


Want to 
volunteer with 
Street Newz? 


We'd like to find 
someone to help create 
a 2011 calendar (similar 
to the Hope in Shadows 

calendar produced in 
Vancouver). 


We're also looking 
for someone willing 
to submit a monthly 
crossword. There are 
online programs to 
help with the creative 
process! 


And, itd be great 
to have a monthly 
horoscope. 


Dont forget .... the 
Street Newz is nothing 
without YOU so write 
your story, thoughts, 
photos, opinions, 
poetry, cartoons, and 
send us an email 
at StreetNewz@ 
islandnet.com. We dont 
guarantee everything 
will be printed, but we 
do our best. 


We gather at the 
Solstice Cafe most 
Friday mornings 
between about 10:30 
and noonish .... drop in 
sometime! 





An Indigenous man, a chunk of ancient timber, and a mural of 
the 1971 Gastown Riots .... 
in the lobby of Vancouver's new Woodwards’ unaffordable 
housing development, currently under construction. 
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Victoria Community 
Health 
Co-operative 


Offering integrated multidisciplinary 


A Mobile Exchan pe wan isat Government amd Princess. 
Memnday te Friday a 6:30pm te 1:30pm 
aruda y Oo ipm 


3pm 


H- Si je iTi 
sendas o opm 

Foot’ Bake Outreach in the downtown area 
Monday ter Fridas o 


Sarurclas A 


ipm to Spm 
i0- 0a — $ bipm 


Tita hs a | pim - apen 


Call to find out where to get rigs, 
We may be able to deliver. 


250-896-A VIX (2849) 


Medical Doctors, Integrated 
Energy Workers, Physiotherapists, 
Hypnotherapists, Massage Therapists, 
Homeopathic Doctors .... 


check out the monthly Community 
Wellness Clinics ! 


250-483-5503 
victoriahealthcooperative.ca 


Jim Butler and Larry Gagnon rebuild and 
redistribute internet capable computers. 


Free indefinite loan to low 
or no income people. 


For more info call Jim at 
474-3446 


Am | dreaming? 

Of course | am. 

But what’s the alternative? 
| would rather dream that 
things can be better. 


> Relax more deeply 
> Become healthier 
> Relieve pain 


> Overcome barriers to 
personal happiness 


> Achieve your 
highest potential 


Tooker Gomberg 
August 12 1955 - March 3 2004 


Kurt Lenfesty 
250.884.9633 
Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Hot Stone Massage 
Foot Reflexology 

email: Kurt@LeafStone.ca 
www.LeafStone.ca 


Tha largest 100% Canadian 
multiproduct insurer 


Fast Effective Enduring Change Ura Aae iia 


health care that’s affordable and inclusive 


Give yourself peace of mind with 


the right coverage for you. 


nvestments Group Busness 


Some street Newz Friends & Supporters! 2 


tonystrailers.com 
(250) 743-9915 


Bike Trailers for Every Person and Purpose 


a 
Dar 


A retail store and 
online shop where you 
can buy clothing, 
healthy edible seeds, 
and natural bodycare 
products. We use 
eco-friendly materials 
such as hemp, bamboo, 
soy, and organic 
cottons. 


ae E ET A T 
HEMP & COMPANY 


1102 GovERNMENT STREET 422 CRAIGFLOWER 
www.HempandCompany.com 


Your premiere source for contemporary sustainable style, 
T) featuring the best in forward-thinking eco-chic fashion. 


erat) \ raed 547 Johnson Street 
a = www shiftfashion.ca 


When the Missionaries 
arrived, the Africans 

had the Land and the 
Missionaries had the 
Bible. They taught us 
how to pray with our eyes 
closed. When we opened 
them, they had the land 
Of8 the co-operators" and we had the Bible. 


A Geter Piece ror Yous 
Jomo Kenyatta 
Farm Trave 


Need help with House Cleaning? 


call Bernie - 250-216-3745 


Locally crafted ATSA 
Good Karma Hats $% 

available now X sae 
@ Solstice Cafe 


~ 
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FOR SALE Magnetic decals 3 1/2” x 8” 
$2.00 each or 10 for $15.00, plus mailing 


To order and receive details to promote 
the campaign send email to 
rstoller@shaw.ca or narayana@telus.net 


Order cheaper in larger quantities from 
clay@donnellycolt.com (860) 455-9621 


s LET US DEMAND OUR GOVERNMENT 
£ ENGAGE OUR TROOPS IN 

A PEACEMAKING, PEACEKEEPING, 

| AND OTHER HUMANITARIAN WORK! 





The Street Newz Vendor Team 


Debbie 


Yates London Drugs 


Craig 
Hillside 


Bernie 
Gorge Fairway 


Richard 
Fort St. 


Cook St. Village Douglas © Yates 


Doug 


Quadra Fairway Mkt 


Rose 
Gov't St. 


Vo you want 
to join our 


Evelyn 
Library 


Contact John at 
250-336-5863 
or visit him at his 
“office” near Fort 

on Douglas St. 


Shirle ey 
James Bay Thri 


May money 


from the 


THANK YOU fo all 
who support us in 
many and 
diverse ways 


newspaper 
be used 

for peace, 
and pass 
through 
healing 
hands. 





sale of this 


Vendors pay 50 
cents for each 
Street Newz. 


Whatever you give 
them is theirs to 
keep. 
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Jan Feb | d i 
Street Newz Revenue on t want 10 miss an issue bee 
Paper Sales (from previous mth) 318.50 415.00 339.00 
Donations 330.00 560.00 275.00, | Subscription Rates (12 issues/ year): 
Gifts (incl in-kind) 120.00 100.00 100.00 : , 
Co-ordinator's Contribution 346.87 205.85 354.41 Electronic Regular Low Income USA int'l 
Subscriptions 140.00. 100.00 95.00 l $20 535 $20 640 550 
Bread & Roses Donation to SNZ 1000.00 1000.00 500.00 ee 
Total Street Newz Revenue 2255.37 2380.85 1663.41 | Volume Subscriptions 

for your clients/customers/office: 

Street Newz Expenses 
Salaries 1000.00 1000.00 500.00 À 5 copies/mth $173/yr 
Paper & Printing Costs 549.15 540.75 540.75 10 copies/mth $300/yr 
Vendor Meeting 40.00 0.00 0.00 I 20 copies/mth 5600/yr 
Office expenses/website 0.00 20.00 92.00 u t a nati n 
Postage 76.22. 60.10 60.66 | . . J 3 . Do . 3 . | 
Ttl Street Newz Expenses "1665.37 1620.85" 1193.41 $10 925 990 $79 $100 $200 other 
Street Newz 590.00 760.00 470.00 | Name: 
Bread & Roses Revenue 
Grants 0.00 0.00 0.00 | Address: 
Total Bread & Roses Revenue 0.00 0.00 0.00 City: 
Bread & Roses Expenses | 
Bus Tickets (2 for 1) 40.50 4050 4050 Province/State: Postal/Zip: 
Street Newz Donation 1000.00 1000.00 500.00 i Ph T il 
Ttl Bread & Roses Expenses "1040.50 F 1040.50” 540.50 one/ emalli: 
Bread & Roses -1040.50 -1040.50 -540.50 
Consolidated Til (SNZ + B&R) 45050 28050 7050. l 10 Pi lad gl N e ns 
Bread & Roses Bank Balance 1389.98 849.66 723.10 


